
  Second Sunday in Lent    
 

9:30AM, March 1st, 2026                           

Asterisk (*) indicates standing, as able. Bold/colored type indicates text spoken in unison. 
 

PRELUDE   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                         
 

CALL TO WORSHIP     Responsive 

Children of God, in Lent we remember that our salvation is an unearned gift, 

that new life is a matter of faith, not of works. 

 We gather to lay down the burden of trying to earn our salvation. 

Like Nicodemus, who met Jesus in the dark of night, we struggle to accept 

that new life is not just possible but given as a free gift of grace. 

 We gather to bring our struggles into the light and embrace God’s 

grace with open arms.   

Like Paul writing to the Romans, we remember God’s promise of new life 

has always rested on grace. 

 We gather to receive the promise of salvation by grace through faith. 

Like the many who have followed, questioned, and grown in the faith, we submit 

ourselves to be formed by grace as we work out our salvation day by day. 

 We gather as people guided by the promise of new life, a promise 

fulfilled by Christ, whose path we follow. 
 

*HYMN                    “How Great Thou Art”                      UMH # 77  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             Apostles’ Creed                UMH # 881 
 

OPENING PRAYER      Unison 
Infinite Love, heart of all life, you loved this word into being with such 
love as to birth yourself among us, Love begotten as the Beloved. Your 
presence does not separate but unites; love does not push away, but 
embraces; you do not condemn, but save. Trusting this, we know we 
are loved, never rejected. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON     Unison  
Loving God, help us. When we have run away, when we have turned our  
backs on love, when we have sought immediate satisfaction and not  

long-term healing, help us. Merciful God, forgive us. When we have been 
selfish, when we have been mean, when we have neglected the cries of 
others, forgive us. Powerful God, heal us. When we are so broken we 
cannot move, when we don’t know how to stem the bleeding of our 
wounds, when we are too ashamed to seek community, heal us. Give us 
the courage, the strength, and the hope to accept your grace and 
embrace your call in Christ. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Hear the good news: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. God’s 
mercy is deeper than our failures, and God’s grace is stronger than our 
shame. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, healed, and restored. Receive the 
grace of God, walk in new life, and be at peace. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

JOYS, CONCERNS AND PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                   John 3:1-10 (NRSV) 
   

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  

2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.”  

3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.”  

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?”  

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit.  

6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  

7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  

8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.”  

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  



10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 

  

MESSAGE       “Born Again: What Does It Really Mean?”        Rev. Dongkue Jee 
 

RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

* HYMN                 “I Know Whom I Have Believed”                UMH # 714  
 

 

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

COMMUNION                                                   UMH # 13 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                           UMH # 895 
 

OFFERING 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

*DOXOLOGY             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”             UMH # 95 
 

*PRAYER OF OFFERING         Unison 

Faithful God of New Beginnings, you call us—as you called 

Abraham—to trust in what we cannot yet see, to follow where you 

lead, even when the road is unclear. In the shadows of our questions 

and the uncertainty of our understanding, you meet us with grace, not 

condemnation. As Nicodemus discovered, your love is not earned but 

freely given. Receive now these gifts we offer—not as payment or 

proof, but as signs of our belief, our hope, and our gratitude. Use them 

to share your transforming love with a world still searching in the 

dark. In the name of your Son, given in love, we pray. Amen. 
 

SENDING FORTH  
 

*HYMN                 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”               UMH # 301 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 

POSTLUDE   

 
* The offering plate is located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Please feel free to participate. 
* Fellowship follows the worship service. Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Parlor. 
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