Fifth Sunday after the Epiphan

9:30AM, February 8™, 2025

Asterisk (*) indicates standing, as able. Bold/colored type indicates text spoken in unison.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP Responsive

People of God, why are you here?
We gather to worship with our hearts and our lives.

People of God, who do you worship?
We worship God, who loves us and teaches us to love.

People of God, how do you worship?
We worship God by breaking the bonds of injustice and freeing the
oppressed.

People of God, come, let us worship God, whose glory surrounds us!
May our worship demonstrate God’s glory in our neighborhood,
community, and the whole earth.

*HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

OPENING PRAYER Unison
God of compassion and justice, the worship you choose for us is to
loose the bonds of injustice, to let the oppressed go free, to share
bread with the hungry, to shelter the homeless poor. Then your light
shall break forth like the dawn and your healing shall spring up quickly.
So, in praise and wonder, we come to worship you not just with our
words but with our hearts and our lives. Glory and honour be to you, O
God, Creator of a new heaven and a new earth; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

UMH # 139

Apostles’ Creed UMH # 881

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON Unison
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to
reveal your love for all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide
the brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore
cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. Forgive us, God. In your
mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and baptize us once again with your
Spirit, so that, as forgiven and renewed people, we may reflect the love
and life of Jesus Christ into our world.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Our God is a God of grace and mercy and love; know that our sins have
been forgiven. May we be strengthened in all goodness. Since we have
been raised with Christ, let us seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Thanks be to God.

JOYS, CONCERNS AND PASTORAL PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:13-16 (NRSV)

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.

15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.

16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

MESSAGE “Salt and Light” Rev. Dongkue Jee
RESPOND TO THE WORD

*HYMN “The Voice of God is Calling” UMH # 436
THE LORD'S PRAYER UMH # 895



OFFERING
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH # 95

*PRAYER OF OFFERING Unison
Liberating God, You call us to a fast not of silence, but of service; not
of hiding, but of healing. You ask that our worship be more than
words, that our offerings be more than ritual. Receive these gifts as
signs of our willingness to share bread with the hungry, to break
chains of injustice, to repair what is broken. May our generosity reflect
your mercy and our living mirror your love. Use us and these gifts, so
that light might rise in the darkness and hope take root where despair
has reigned. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

SENDING FORTH

*HYMN ‘It Is Well with My Soul” UMH # 377
*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

* The offering plate is located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Please feel free to participate.
* Fellowship follows the worship service. Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Parlor.
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